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Description:

From Library Journal This marvelous new installation to the revamped "Pelican Shakespeare"
series contains both the original 1608 version as big Will wrote it and the 1623 scaled-down and
reworked version with which we are all familiar. If that wasn't enough, this edition also sports a
scholarly introduction and notes on the texts. All that for less than the price of lunch at McDonald's
makes this a remarkable bargain for all academic and public libraries. Don't play the fool; buy this.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

Review Tragedy in five acts by William Shakespeare, performed in 1605-06 and published in a
quarto edition in 1608. One of Shakespeare's finest tragedies, the work displays a pessimism and
nihilism that make it a 20th-century favorite. The aging King Lear decides to divide his kingdom
among his three daughters, allotting each a portion in proportion to the eloquence of her declaration
of love. The hypocritical Goneril and Regan make grand pronouncements and are rewarded;
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Cordelia, the youngest daughter, who truly loves Lear, refuses to make an insincere speech to prove
her love and is disinherited. The two older sisters mock Lear and renege on their promise to support
him. Cast out, the king slips into madness and wanders about accompanied by his faithful Fool. He is
aided by the Earl of Kent, who, though banished from the kingdom for having supported Cordelia,
has remained in Britain disguised as a peasant. Kent brings Lear to Cordelia, who cares for him and
helps him regain his reason. The Earl of Gloucester likewise spurns his honest son, Edgar, and
believes his conniving illegitimate son, Edmund. Edmund allies himself with Regan and Goneril to
defend Britain against the French army mobilized by Cordelia. He turns his father over to Cornwall--
who gouges out Gloucester's eyes--then imprisons Cordelia and Lear, but he is defeated in battle by
Edgar. Jealous of Edmund's romantic attentions to Regan, Goneril poisons her and commits suicide.
Cordelia is hanged. Lear, broken, dies with her body in his arms. -- --This text refers to an out of
print or unavailable edition of this title.
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