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Description:

From Library Journal MIT-based Chomsky revolutionized linguistics in the late Fifties, but for
nearly as long he has been better known as an energetic and constructive debunker of American
establishment politics and behavior. However, the current Chomsky contributes nothing to the
legacy he established decades ago. These two most recent productions do not reveal systematic
efforts to sustain or develop any aspect of his prolifically expressed critique; indeed, they are not so
much authored as collaged, with Chomsky's sanction, from talks, after-talk Q&As, and interviews
with generally converted interlocutors. Understanding Power draws mainly on vintage utterances
from the Nineties, and its most penetrating passage takes on, of all pressing matters, literary theory.
Chomsky, who is relentless in condemning the media as incapable of any function other than
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converting the masses to elite desires, just as relentlessly samples mainstream reporting sources for
instances of corporate and government ill doings. In trying to illustrate that he is not a crude
conspiracy theorist, he conveys the opposite impression. The shorter 9-11 could not have been
planned, of course, though it mostly consists of interviews conducted while the calendar still read
September, suggesting both the urgency Chomsky felt to get his perspective on the record and his
utter disinclination to reexamine any of his cemented opinions about world affairs. Chomsky
condemns the attacks specifically and then suggests that the deaths are entirely the responsibility of
capitalist globalization, which nonetheless he asserts is irrelevant to the September 11 actors.
However, consistency is even less a priority for Chomsky than humility. Apparently, Chomsky
believes that he has discovered the concept of blowback, not to mention imbalance in coverage of
the perpetual Israeli-Palestinian murder-and-misery fetish. For him, a direct line runs from Reagan's
mining of Nicaragua's harbors to the flying of commercial airliners into buildings. 9-11 is a
worthwhile purchase for public libraries intent on demonstrating (or risking) balance;
Understanding Power is not half as useful as Chomsky's earlier, authentic innovations in political
literature, especially Manufacturing Consent (coauthored with Edward Herman). Libraries truly
wishing to ensure representation of the most lucid nonconventional opinion should first check that
their subscriptions to the Nation a proud carrier of Chomsky for 40 years are current. Scott H.
Silverman, Bryn Mawr Coll. Lib., PA
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Review ¢ "9-11 was practically the only counter-narrative out there at a time when questions tended
to be drowned out by a chorus, led by the entire United States Congress, of ‘God Bless America.’ . . .
it is possible that, if the United States goes the way of nineteenth-century Britain, Chomsky's
interpretation will be the standard among historians a hundred years from now." --New Yorker

* "A badly needed corrective to news coverage of the present-day ‘war on terrorism.”"

--Norman Solomon, San Francisco Chronicle Review

* "Every word of 9-11 is more relevant than ever." --Amnesty International Journal (Ireland)

* "Chomsky laments that the U.S. government largely dismissed these human rights problems in its
quest to “secure our interests.” The invasion of Afghanistan was far from the first time NATO
overran unstable civilian populations in the search for terrorists (Chomsky offers several examples in
the book) and, as we now know, it was not the last."

--Foreign Policy in Focus
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