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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Starred Review. In Murphy's deeply moving 17th Joe Grey mystery (after
2009's Cat Striking Back), yuletide cheer appears in the enchanting form of Misto, a wise old yellow
tomcat who returns from a long sojourn in Soledad Prison to Molena Point, Calif., where he's thrilled
to connect with cat sleuths Joe Grey, Dulcie, and Kit, who lend police chief Max Harper and his
detectives a helping paw in the close-knit seaside community. Maudie Toola, and her orphaned
grandson, Benny, have also returned to Molena Point, where they are celebrating their first
Christmas since a family tragedy eight months earlier--the shooting murders of Maudie's son,
Martin, and his second wife on an isolated mountain road east of L.A. Since Maudie possesses
evidence that could incriminate the killer, Maudie and Benny remain in jeopardy unless the talking
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cats speak up and fast in this marvelous holiday gift of a tale. (Dec.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From A week before the holidays, feline detective Joe Grey is investigating a series of violent home
invasions that even the top-notch sleuth can’t get his paws around. Could the crimes be connected to
the return to Molena Point of Maudie Toola, who arrives with her orphaned grandchild after his
father and stepmother were killed in a brutal attack? Meanwhile, another new arrival, a mysterious
yellow tomcat, has caught the fancy of Joe’s pal, the ever-wild Kit. With the town in an uproar over
the attacks, and the local police taking heat from the newly hostile local paper, Joe and his
hardworking friends soldier on, desperate to keep the residents of Molena Point safe. Because
Murphy succeeds in weaving the holiday elements into her mystery plot seamlessly, this novel is
every bit as strong as the other entries in the series—a rarity for so many holiday mysteries. A
heartwarming and satisfying tale that shows, yet again, why the Joe Grey novels have won the Book
of the Year award from the Cat Writers’ Association eight times. --Jessica Moyer
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