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Description:

From Publishers Weekly "You may think you know this story I am going to tell you, but you have
not heard it for true," begins the washerwoman and unlikely godmother who narrates this spirited
retelling. From the team behind The Faithful Friend comes an adaptation of a Creole tale that
recasts familiar elements into the fashions and customs of the colonial West Indies. There is the
haughty stepmother Prosperine, "puffed-up proud because her grandfather had come from France,"
the godmother who taps a breadfruit with a mahogany wand and transforms it into a carriage, and
Cendrillon, who escapes at midnight with one pink slipper embroidered with roses. Pinkney's oil and
scratchboard illustrations burst with vigorous movement as he captures the exotic palette and the
lush textures of the "green-green island in the so-blue Mer des Antilles." The lyrical cadences of the
text spattered with French and Creole words combine with the sensuous paintings to bring the
tropics to life. However, the story's charm lies not in the well-matched Caribbean bride and groom
or in the (rather predictable) happy ending, but in the authentic voice of the godmother. Her


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1304516720&d=20-10-01&dm=null

affection for the kind Cendrillon inspires her bold and selfless acts to ensure the happiness of
another (and her quirky foibles prove equally appealing as she indulges in bowl after bowl of
chocolate sherbet while proudly watching the couple's nuptials). Through this colorful and deeply
human godmother, readers witness the enduring power of love. Ages 4-8.
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From School Library Journal Kindergarten-Grade 3-A Caribbean Cinderella story, told from the
godmother's point of view and brought to life by Pinkney's distinctive scratchboard illustrations.
Based on West Indian versions of the story, the narrative is full of French Creole words and phrases.
It tells of a poor washerwoman who is left a magic wand by her mother and discovers its power to
help her beloved goddaughter. A fruit a pain (breadfruit) is transformed into the coach; six agoutis (a
kind of rodent) become the horses; and Cinderella's slippers are bright pink with roses embroidered
on them. Pinkney's art perfectly conveys the lush beauty and atmosphere of the island setting,
featuring vibrant peaches, lavenders, aquas, and greens against the background of the sea. Frames
of native greenery, shells, exotic blossoms, and small creatures are interwoven around most of the
text, integrating it with the story's scenes to excellent effect. The result is an outstanding Cinderella
variant for any collection.

Judith Constantinides, East Baton Rouge Parish Main Library, LA
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