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Description:

The rolling hills of Tennessee farmland, framed in lovely patchwork quilt patterns, set the stage for
Dolly Parton's (of Grand Ol' Opry fame) warm childhood memories. The text comes directly from
Parton's autobiographical hit country and western song of the same name. Perhaps the grammar is
imperfect, but what C&W song ain't rife with grammatical errors--it's part of the vernacular. The
story centers on a poor, but happy and loving, family (yes, they do exist) who find clever ways to deal
with their poverty. As winter approaches, Mama sews a coat for her daughter from a box of scraps
that someone has given her. Of course her classmates make fun of her for having a coat made of
rags. But sticks and stones... "And although we had no money / I was rich as I could be / in my coat
of many colors / that Mama made for me." That doesn't mean the child's feelings aren't hurt, or that
she didn't feel angry. But the message comes through loud and clear (like Parton's voice): the child's
mother has provided her with the strength to deal with other children's jeers, and family love can
sometimes be enough to pull a person through. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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From Publishers Weekly The country music legend's first hit song?about a penniless girl whose
mother sews her a patchwork coat out of rags?makes an "appetizingly sweet" first picture book, said
PW, noting that the "heartfelt verses are imbued with the same genuine, infectiously likable spirit
Parton herself projects." All ages.
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