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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Knowing little about animals, Tarte and his wife naievely acquire Binky,
an impish bunny, at an Easter bunny fair, little suspecting that it will soon dominate their lives and
lead to a brigade of other winged and furred beasts. After Binky, they get a canary, then Ollie, an
orange-chin pocket parrot, whom they return because he flings his water-logged food all over their
floor and accosts them with calls and bites. Then they buy a more docile gray-cheek parakeet, which
makes the Tartes realize they miss their raucous friend Ollie, whom they retrieve. Gluttons for
punishment, the Tartes acquire a gender-confused African gray parrot named Stanley Sue, followed
by ducks, geese, turkeys, parrots, starlings, more rabbits and cats. Every day brings an adventure or
a tragedy (Ollie escapes; a duck gets eaten by a raccoon) to their Michigan country house. With
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dead-on character portraits, Tarte keeps readers laughing about unreliable pet store proprietors, a
duck named Hector who doesn't like water, an amorous dove named Howard, a foster-mother goose,
patient veterinarians and increasingly bewildered friends. Tarte has an ordinary-Joe voice that
makes each chapter a true pleasure, while revealing a sophisticated vision of animals and their
relationship to humans.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From School Library Journal Adult/High School-A cast of characters listed in the front-along with
all of the veterinarians consulted-helps to keep straight the bewildering number of animals, mostly
avian and each with a personality of its own, that populates this amusing book. Newly married
Michiganders Bob and Linda Tarte moved to the country per her desire, and soon she talked him
into acquiring a rabbit to add to their two cats. Despite the bunny's bad attitude, one animal led to
another, until there were more of them than you can shake a bird perch at. Tarte was sometimes
hard-pressed to name them all, since they encompassed ducks, bunnies, cats, doves, canaries,
turkeys, parrots, starlings, geese, and parakeets. While teens might not want to own any of these
noisy and often bad-tempered beasts, reading about their foibles-and the foibles of the people from
whom they were acquired-is great fun, thanks to the author's sly sense of humor and willingness to
poke good-natured fun at himself, his wife, and their menagerie. Potential pet owners who think that
caring for one or two animals would be a walk in the park will find this book extremely useful
reading. In fact, they might have second thoughts about a trip to the pet store. Other readers will
chuckle at the situations presented, and pet owners will no doubt identify with them.

Judy McAloon, Potomac Library, Prince William County, VA
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