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Description:

Flash MX offers the interactive Web designer a suite of powerful features, and Flash MX Magic
describes how to use them in a solid, tutorial-based approach. Fourteen topnotch designers penned
this compilation, covering a variety of intermediate and advanced features.

To make the most of this inspiring book, the reader should have Flash MX installed. The opening
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chapter covers Components, an important new feature in Flash MX that allows a designer to create
modules that can be dropped onto the Flash stage. Components is an important new feature that
changes how Flash movies are designed, making it much easier to build, integrate, and reuse parts,
and the fact that they are featured in chapter 1 signifies this. Components are used in almost every
subsequent chapter, covering such subjects as preloading movies, building interactivity using
ActionScript, and adding database interactivity.

All the data and project files needed for each chapter are included on the CD-ROM, along with
finished versions of each project. Also included are demo versions of Flash MX, Director,
Dreamweaver, and FreeHand. Like other books in New Riders' Magic series, Flash MX Magic is rich
with color screen shots, concise language, and clear explanations. These are not books for the casual
Web coder, but for the serious Flash designer who intends to make the most of the medium. --Mike
Caputo

From Library Journal Older patrons are attracted to audiovisual material on the web, but this
video unfortunately misses the mark. It only covers usage of AOL which the narrator consistently
conflates with the Internet. Shots of computer screens are blurry, nearly unreadable, and often cut
off at the edges. Explanations are incomplete and, in some cases, incorrect (a modem, for example,
is defined as "a piece of software"). Not recommended.
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