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Description:

From Publishers Weekly No less an authority than Jimmy Doolittle considers Hoover "the greatest
stick and rudder pilot who ever lived," and in this autobiography, Hoover provides ample evidence
that he has been as skilled a pilot of jets as he was of earlier aircraft. Born in 1922, he soloed at age
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16 and went on to become a fighter pilot in WWII, during which he was shot down and served more
than a year as a German prisoner of war. In 1950, he became one of the chief test pilots for North
American Aviation and, subsequently, for the merged NAA-Rockwell. Although he became an
executive in that corporation, he frequently climbed into the cockpit to demonstrate its products,
even defying corporate orders by joining in some bombing missions during the Korean War. Hoover
retired from the industry in 1986 but continued appearing in air shows until 1992, when, at the age
of 70, his license was pulled by the FAA. After a three-year legal battle led by F. Lee Bailey, his
license was reinstated last year. Shaw (Down for the Count) has helped him tell his exciting story,
including anecdotes about Orville Wright, Charles Lindbergh, Yuri Gagarin and Neil Armstrong, all
of whom he knew personally. Author tour.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From Library Journal Hoover is one of the nation's premier airmen, probably best known to the
public for his spectacular airshow routines. During the course of a half-century spent in numerous
cockpits, he has gone from barnstorming in prop planes to dogfighting Germans to testing
Supersopnic jets and done them all well. Along the way he has flown with?and frequently
against?many of the legendary names in American aviation. His book is not so much a formal
autobiography as a chatty memoir of the aviation community. Writing with the swagger he has justly
earned, Hoover breezes past the mundane details of career, training, and family life in favor of an
unending series of flying stories and reminiscences that are full of nifty details. Casual readers as
well as airplane buffs will be fascinated. For popular collections.?’Raymond L. Puffer, U.S. Air Force
History Prog., Edwards AFB, Cal.
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edition of this title.
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