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Description:

From School Library Journal Grade 3-6—Ten-year-old Bandit is excited when her grandfather
announces to the family that she will be going with her mother to join her father in America. She
must leave her clan and the only life she has known in China, but she is sure that moving to America
will be an adventure. To celebrate, she chooses a new name—Shirley Temple Wong. Life in America
is not easy because everything is new and Shirley doesn't speak English. She is ignored by her
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classmates until she gains the respect of the toughest girl in class. Shirley learns to love baseball
and begins to play stickball. It's 1947, and Jackie Robinson of the Brooklyn Dodgers is everyone's
hero, proving that a black man can play baseball as well as anyone. Slowly Shirley learns about the
opportunities available to her in America and begins to make true friends. Bette Bao Lord's
wonderfully humorous story (Harper, 1984) shows what it means to be an American from the eyes of
a spunky young immigrant. It will touch the hearts of listeners. Melissa Hughes authentically
narrates all the voices, including many accents and ages. This story will be enjoyed on many
levels.—Teresa Wittmann, Westgate Elementary School, Edmonds, WA
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Review “Poignant but outrageously humorous.” (School Library Journal)

“Lord writes with a warm authenticity and sparkling humor.” (ALA Booklist)
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