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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Although Punch magazine famously commented on the humor of Nikita
Khrushchev's desire to visit Disneyland during his 1959 trip to America, Carlson a former writer for
the Washington Post, can still mine the tour with hilarious results, due in equal parts to
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Khrushchev's outsized provocateur personality and the bizarre and thoroughly American reaction to
his visit. Numerous secondary players provide comic support: then vice president Richard Nixon's
fixations on mano a mano debates with the quicksilver premier; Boston Brahmin and U.N.
ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, Khrushchev's tour guide, who dutifully filed daily analysis of
Khrushchev's public tantrums; popular gossip columnist Dorothy Kilgallen, who in a noteworthy
example of bad taste attacked Mrs. Khrushchev's attire. A host of other American icons also make
appearances: among them Herbert Hoover, Marilyn Monroe, Shirley MacLaine and Frank Sinatra.
Although Carlson's focuses on the comic, there are insights into Khrushchev's personality, many
provided by his son Sergei, now a respected professor at Brown University, illuminating the method
in Khrushchev's madness. All in all, in Carson's hands the cold war is a surprisingly laughing matter.
(June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From *Starred Review* Most North Americans remember Nikita Khrushchev, the Russian dictator,
as the guy who banged his shoe on his desk at the UN in 1960. Few recall that the shoe-banging was
preceded by a 1959 visit to the U.S. in which Khrushchev, or K as he was headlined in the press,
toured the country and captivated the world with his comic, belligerent, threatening, childish, and
just-plain-offbeat antics. This hugely entertaining book chronicles that cross-country adventure.
Drawing on contemporary news reports, modern interviews, and memoirs written by some of the
participants, it’s a story about a poorly educated but extraordinarily powerful man who became, for
a brief time, a pop-culture icon. Here was a man who could quite literally bring about the
annihilation of the world (or so he frequently claimed) meeting Hollywood icons, eating hot dogs,
mugging for the press, arguing with President Eisenhower, making fun of Vice President Nixon, and
behaving as though he was unaware of the widespread social turmoil caused by his visit. The book is
consistently informative and funny, but there are episodes that are strangely surreal—for example,
the showdown between the State Department and the American Dental Association over who got to
use a certain hotel ballroom (the dentists won). This is a fine example of popular history at its most
engaging—anecdotal but informative and written with great feeling for the comedic side of current
events. --David Pitt --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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