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Description:

This remarkable compendium, the first (and perhaps last) of its kind, gathers current knowledge on
the North American continent's store of lichens--those hard-to-classify, symbiotic composites of fungi
and other organisms such as algae and cyanobacteria.

Lichens are, admittedly, easy enough to overlook. They stand out in most people's minds only as the
orange, green, or grayish patches that festoon rocks and trees in mountain regions. But they are far
more widespread than that, writes research scientist [rwin Brodo. Nearly every bioregion has a
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complement, and the continent as a whole boasts nearly 3,600 species (of about 14,000 worldwide).
The first part of this book offers a near-encyclopedic survey of these lichens' form, structure,
reproductive patterns, physiology, and ecological role. The second is a keyed guide to the continent's
genera and major groups, including descriptions, range maps, and photographs, the last by the
noted nature photographers Sylvia and Stephen Sharnoff.

Though far too hefty to serve easily in the field, this fine book deserves a place in the collections of
natural historians and plant biologists doing work just about anywhere in North America. --Gregory
McNamee

From Library Journal

Lichens are a combination of a fungus and an alga but have a unique structure and appearance quite
different from either. Existing worldwide and growing on a variety of surfaces, including rocks, soil,
and trees, they may appear leafy, shrubby, mossy, crusty, or jellylike and are seen in a wide range of
colors, from brilliant oranges, yellows, and reds to dull grays and browns. This huge new book,
written by a world authority on lichens and emeritus research scientist at the Canadian Museum of
Nature, Ottawa, provides information on about 1500 of the roughly 3600 recognized North American
lichens. Part 1 introduces lichens in 14 clearly written chapters that discuss their biology, ecology,
geography, environmental roles, and collection. Part 2, the heart of the book, is a guide that offers
identification keys to groups, genera, and species and their descriptions, with accompanying
photographs and North American distribution maps. The more than 900 truly beautiful, full-color
photos were taken by the Sharnoffs, nature photographers whose work has been widely published in
National Geographic, Smithsonian, and elsewhere. Of value to professionals and amateurs alike, this
book is certain to be a classic reference for decades to come. Highly recommended for academic and
research libraries and for public libraries where interest warrants; libraries needing only a brief yet
informative introduction to lichens should consider William Purvis's inexpensive Lichens
(Smithsonian Institution, 2000). William H. Wiese, Iowa State Univ. Lib., Ames
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