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Description:

From Publishers Weekly The author of The Skin I'm In offers another provocative slice of city life,
vibrantly evoking its sights, sounds and smells. With her brassy voice and saucy attitude, 13-year-old
Raspberry Hill emerges as a vivacious heroine. She knows first-hand that living in the housing
project is better than being out on the streets, but she and her mother are equally determined to
move to a safer neighborhood. That's why Raspberry is so "money hungry," hoarding her savings and
doing almost anything ("I wouldn't do nothing bad. Nothing that would hurt people, like selling dope,
or shoplifting") to earn a few extra dollars. Her stinginess (well known throughout the school) causes
as many problems as solutions. When her money issues begin interfering with her friendships,


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1559864249&d=20-10-01&dm=null

Raspberry is forced to reexamine her priorities and values. Flake candidly expresses the difficulty in
breaking the cycle of poverty and leaves it up to readers to judge Raspberry's acts. Ironically, it's not
the heroine's stash of hard-earned cash that brings about positive change for the family, but rather
her mother's ingenuity and the support offered by generous neighbors. Ages 8-12. (June)

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From School Library Journal Grade 7-9-Raspberry Hill, 13, loves money. She sells clearance
holiday candy and pencils, and keeps her lunch money rather than eat. She hoards every dime she
can gather and hides her cash in her room. Greed drives her and is more important than friends,
boys, or her mother's love. Ever since her father got involved with drugs and she and her mother
lived on the streets for a while, cash makes her feel safe. She and her mother now have a place of
their own, but life in the projects is hardly ideal. Everybody has problems: Mai Kim, with her mixed
heritage; Ja'nae, whose mother deserted her; the bothersome neighbors, Check and Shoe, who help
drug dealers in order to eat. When Raspberry's mother finds her stash, she thinks it's stolen, and
throws it out the window. Everything else-furniture, dishes, and clothes-is stolen from their
apartment and the teen and her mother are on the street again. Raspberry then has to face the
questions in her life and work with her mother toward possible solutions. Flake does a stunning job
of intertwining Raspberry's story with daily urban scenes, and she writes smoothly and knowingly of
teen problems, discussions, and reactions. Focused storytelling, clear writing, and a compelling
voice are the highlights of this short novel.

Gail Richmond, San Diego Unified Schools, CA

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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