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Description:

Bob Smith writes about topics that are standard elements of almost any actor-humorist's repertoire:
family visits, early jobs, auditions for parts, and the ups and downs of romantic relationships. The
major difference between Bob and most other comedians, however, is that he's openly and
unashamedly gay.

Openly Bob is not, however, a collection of gay jokes. When Bob's sexuality is relevant to the joke, it
comes up, as in his thoughts on how to abate right-wing fears about homosexuals using sex
education in public schools as "recruitment." "Our educational system has proved," he writes, "that if
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a subject is taught in a boring enough manner, Americans will make every effort to avoid it for the
rest of their lives. If homosexuality was taught in the same manner as trigonometry, even most gay
people would have no use for it after graduation." The rest of the time, however, Bob's gayness is not
an issue, but simply a state of being. His jokes aren't funny because he's gay; his jokes are funny
because they're funny. "How did Tom and I come to realize that we needed couples counseling?" he
asks at one point. "We had sex less frequently. Then we had sex less frequently than people in full-
body casts. We stopped having sex. Finally, our relationship stopped other people, gay or straight,
from wanting to have sex." Bob Smith's wit and intelligence, which garnered Openly Bob a 1998
Lambda Literary Award, will make him an equally appealing humorist to both gay and straight
readers.

From Library Journal The first openly gay comedian to appear on the Tonight Show, star of an
HBO special, and member of the popular comedy troupe Funny Gay Males (with whom he co-wrote
Growing Up Gay, Hyperion, 1995), Smith here assembles a collection of 13 humorous
essays?autobiographical musings that range over topics of everyday life concentrating on the often
banal, sometimes absurd family encounters to which everyone can relate. After opening with a
Thanksgiving visit to his parents in Buffalo, he relates attendance at the wedding of his lover's
nephew and closes with a recollection of going to his father's funeral. His sometimes biting
observations on his family's dysfunctions are probably better delivered as part of a stand-up routine.
By contrast, Smith's characterizations of fellow bird enthusiasts on an outing in Central Park are
subtle and generous. While his homosexuality is a constant?and a constant source of humor?it is
treated ultimately as just another quirk in one man's view of life. Well recommended wherever
humor books circulate.?Eric Bryant, "Library Journal”
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