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Description:

Dinesh D'Souza rates America's 40th president as one of its greatest, right below Washington and
Lincoln. He makes a forceful case for this rank, probably the best yet and perhaps the best possible.
In the process, he analyzes Reagan's leadership style with remarkable clarity and subtlety. Reagan
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seemed ordinary in so many ways, still, millions of people believed in him and followed him.
Moreover, he is the patron saint of the modern conservative movement--something that he did not
create, yet nonetheless came to embody. Ronald Reagan: How an Ordinary Man Became an
Extraordinary Leader is for readers already well-disposed toward the former California governor. It
may not change minds, but it will deepen the appreciation felt by Reagan's many admirers, who
seem to miss the leader more with each passing day. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.

From Library Journal A former domestic policy adviser in the Reagan administration and author of
the controversial The End of Racism (Free Pr., 1995), D'Souza argues that Reagan was not merely a
successful president but "a truly great president who belongs in the elite company of Washington,
Lincoln and Franklin Roosevelt." To make that claim credible, the author ignores the Iran-contra
scandal, dismisses the massive budget deficits accumulated during the Reagan years, overlooks a
series of missteps by the administration, and simply gets his story wrong (e.g., Reagan's role in the
downfall of Ferdinand Marcos). Attempting to show that an ordinary man became an extraordinary
leader, D'Souza fails to make a key distinction between "leader" and "president." Reagan was a
successful leader who mobilized a conservative movement and reshaped the terms of debate in the
United States. He was, however, a less successful president who made a series of mistakes and
blunders largely ignored by the author of this disappointing book.?Michael A. Genovese, Loyola
Marymount Univ., Los Angeles

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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