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Description:

"Her name was Sally Lockhart; and within fifteen minutes, she was going to kill a man." Philip
Pullman begins his Sally Lockhart trilogy with a bang in The Ruby in the Smoke--a fast-paced, finely
crafted thriller set in a rogue- and scalawag-ridden Victorian London. His 16-year-old heroine has no
time for the usual trials of adolescence: her father has been murdered, and she needs to find out
how and why. But everywhere she turns, she encounters new scoundrels and secrets. Why do the
mere words "seven blessings" cause one man to keel over and die at their utterance? Who has
possession of the rare, stolen ruby? And what does the opium trade have to do with it?

As our determined and intelligent sleuth sets her mind to unraveling these dark mysteries, she
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learns how embroiled she is in the whole affair. As riveting and witty as the sensational "penny
dreadfuls" of Victorian England (but thousands of times better written), Pullman's trilogy (including
and ) will have readers on the edges of their seats. Ruby is an ALA Best Book for Young Adults. (Ages
12 and older) --Karin Snelson --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly Pullman's Victorian melodrama boasts a sufficiency of mystery, murder
and hairbreadth escapes involving a big cast of honest and ignoble types. "On a cold, fretful
afternoon in early October 1872," the story begins, young Sally Lockhart is in London where she
tries to find out the meaning of "the Seven Blessings." The phrase appears in a message from her
recently deceased father, drowned in the South China Sea. When a colleague of her father hears the
words, he dies instantly of a heart attack. That event marks the start of crises that go on with no let-
up in the colorful Dickensian tale. Sally's legacy, supposedly a fantastic ruby, is nowhere to be
found. A gang of cutthroats pursue the girl and her loyal allies, as the story sweeps on to a
resounding close.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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