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Description:

MacLachlan, author of , has written an affecting tale for children. In the late 19th century a widowed
midwestern farmer with two children--Anna and Caleb--advertises for a wife. When Sarah arrives she
is homesick for Maine, especially for the ocean which she misses greatly. The children fear that she
will not stay, and when she goes off to town alone, young Caleb--whose mother died during
childbirth--is stricken with the fear that she has gone for good. But she returns with colored pencils
to illustrate for them the beauty of Maine, and to explain that, though she misses her home, "the
truth of it is I would miss you more." The tale gently explores themes of abandonment, loss and love.

Amazon.com The most-watched made-for-television movie of the 1990s (50 million viewers upon


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1568006197&d=20-10-03&dm=null

first broadcast in 1991), this fine adaptation of Patricia MacLachlan's novel stars Glenn Close as
Sarah, a Maine schoolteacher who responds to a Kansas farmer's newspaper ad seeking a bride. Set
in 1910, the story follows Sarah's trial run as stepmother to the children of the widowed Jacob
Witting (Christopher Walken). The tough part of the experiment is the conflicting expectations the
would-be couple have over Sarah's role in the household. The kids, too, have their doubts about a
substitute for their mother, and Jacob isn't ready, emotionally, for a new beginning. But in short
order the strong-willed Sarah brings happiness and vitality into the house, and love and
understanding eventually blossom between the two lonely adults. Everything is right about this
Hallmark production, from a bright script cowritten by MacLachlan to Glenn Jordan's sensitive
direction and a pair of first-rate leads making every moment worth watching. A wholesome tale from
the heartland, this is a good movie for any viewing situation, from an audience of one to an entire
family. --Tom Keogh
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