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Description:

In hardcover it takes up two thick volumes, but on CD-ROM you get the same 7.5 million words of
text (with half a million definitions and 83,000 quotations) on a thin compact disc. The computerized
New SOED is a great pleasure. It readily accomplishes the simple task of looking up a word,
providing definition, usage, and simple etymology. But the program also searches by anagram and
by rhyme, by quotation and by etymology. Perusing the headword group is like flipping the pages. In
this fashion, I ran across "nesh" (soft--in consistency, mind, or morals), "convell" (refute completely)
and "xoanon" (primitive carved statue of a deity). My Scrabble game is getting less nesh all the time.
--Stephanie Gold --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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From Library Journal The contents of this disc match that of its print counterpart of the same
name (edited by Lesley Brown, 1997). Having said that, it's hard to believe this is a "shorter"
dictionary: there are 7.5 million words on the disc, 500,000 definitions, and 83,000 quotations to
illustrate meanings in context. You can approach these words in four ways: simple search (type in
your word for a definition), index search (to look for headwords, derivatives, abbreviations, phrases
and compound words, uses and references, and other word forms), full-text search (to search all
text, etymological text, definitions, or quotations), and special search (to search for anagrams,
rhymes, and phonetics). It may take a bit of hunting under those four groups to find a form-specific
search that suits, but how remarkable that Oxford has made it possible within just two levels of
looking. Nice features include two wildcards (* and ?) that work at the beginning, end, or middle of
words, as well as a link feature that lets you use the dictionary within several word processors such
as MS Word for Windows 6 and 7, WordPerfect 6.0 and 6.1, and Ami Pro 3.1. Bottom Line: What's
extraordinary about this disc is how well it will serve all types of users, from those with the most
casual reference question to the scholarly student of the English language. It is highly recommended
for all types of libraries and personal collections.

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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