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Description:

"I have a story to tell. It is a story of murder told from inside the house where murder is born. It is
the house where I grew up, a house that, in some ways, I have never been able to leave."

Mikal Gilmore is a Rolling Stone writer and the youngest brother of murderer Gary Gilmore, who
became, in 1977, the first person to be executed in the United States after a 10-year hiatus, a case
which was subsequently recounted in Norman Mailer's The Executioner's Song. This brave and
eloquent book is the story that only Mikal Gilmore knows: the violence in multiple generations of his
family, what the Gilmore house was like as he was growing up, his relationship with his brother, and
his experience of the dramatic events surrounding Gary Gilmore's determination to be executed as
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planned, without appeal. Shot in the Heart pulls off the rare feat of conveying intense emotion
without sentimentality or self-pity. The author's struggle is to set himself apart from the lurid true-
crime fraternity of his father and brothers yet remain able to understand why he feels both guilty
and lonely over his exclusion from his family's violent history. --Fiona Webster --This text refers to
the edition.

From Publishers Weekly Executed by firing squad in Utah in 1977 after murdering two young
Mormon men, Gary Gilmore, who insisted he be put to death, gained notoriety through Norman
Mailer's book The Executioner's Song and a TV film. In a haunting portrait of a dysfunctional family
that molded a murderer, rock music journalist Mikal Gilmore, Gary's brother, fills in multiple gaps in
Mailer's account by unearthing family secrets, traumas and horrors. Gary, frequently whipped and
abandoned by his con man father, Frank Sr. (who later became a respectable publisher in Oregon),
had an extensive history of robberies, arrests, suicide attempts and drug and alcohol abuse before
his rage exploded in murder. We learn that Frank Sr. mistakenly suspected Gary was not his own
son but the offspring of his embittered wife, Bessie, and Robert Ingram, Frank Sr.'s estranged son by
a previous marriage. We also learn that Frank Jr.--long believed to be Mikal's full brother--was the
issue of that long-suspected union. Mikal, who covered the case for Rolling Stone, writes with
sensitivity and probing intelligence, exorcising family secrets and the stigma of being a murderer's
brother. Photos. Author tour.
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