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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Starred Review. The Thailand of Westerners' dreams shares space with a
Thailand plagued by social and economic inequality in this auspicious debut collection of seven
plaintive and luminous stories. In the title tale—an exquisite meditation on human dependency—a
son and his ailing mother must accept the dismal reality of her encroaching blindness and what it
means for his plans to attend college away from home. In "Don't Let Me Die in This Place," the most
exuberant of the stories, an ornery and uproarious widowed grandfather, recently crippled by a
stroke, moves from Maryland to Bangkok to live with his son, Thai daughter-in-law and their two
"mongrel children." "Farangs" and "At the Café Lovely" convincingly examine adolescent friendship
and love, as does "Priscilla the Cambodian"—though when a refugee camp is torched by native Thai
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xenophobes, it veers toward the politically dark and ominous. Politics and fear also play a role in
"Draft Day," a painfully grim story about two young male friends, one of whom avoids military
conscription because of his privileged background, and "Cockfighter," the final and longest of the
pieces, in which a berserk local thug rules a town through violence and corruption. Young or old,
male or female, all of Lapcharoensap's spirited narrators are engaging and credible. Anger, humor
and longing are neatly balanced in these richly nuanced, sharply revelatory tales.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From School Library Journal Adult/High School-Seven short stories set in Thailand explore the
intricacies of modern-day relationships. The overriding themes are not specific to that country,
though: each tale focuses on family dynamics and dysfunction. The protagonists in five of the
selections are male teens living in or around Bangkok. "Draft Day" addresses the question of loyalty
as the narrator allows his parents to bribe an official to keep him from being conscripted.
"Sightseeing" tells of a son whose mother is going blind and the ambivalence he feels about living
his own life versus caring for her. The last two stories are also first-person narrations, but the voices
are different. In "Don't Let Me Die in This Place," an elderly American tries to come to terms-albeit
none too gracefully-with his relocation to Thailand to live with his son and Thai daughter-in-law and
their "mongrel" children, and "Cockfighting" is told from the perspective of a teen who watches her
father become so obsessed with raising roosters that he is blinded to the disintegration of his
marriage. In each of the stories, Lapcharoensap offers readers a glimpse of Thailand that they will
not find in guidebooks-not only the beauty of this country but also the grit, the overcrowding, and
the poverty. More than that, however, he shows with rare wit and insight that coming of age in the
world today is a bittersweet and complicated experience regardless of nationality.-Kim Dare, Fairfax
County Public Library, VA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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