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Description:

From School Library Journal Gr 8 Up-This fun, fast-paced, futuristic science-fiction superhero
story is the first in a projected series. When David was six, an unexplained explosion in the sky
caused perpetual darkness and ordinary people to gain supernatural powers. These people became
known as Epics. Two years later, in a bank in what was once Chicago, now called Newcago, David
witnessed Steelheart, one of the most powerful Epics of all, murder his father. In the 10 years since
his father's death, David has made it his mission to learn all he can about Epics. Everyone thinks
they are invincible, but he knows otherwise. He knows that each one has a weakness, and he's seen
Steelheart's. Steelheart can bleed. David intends to get his revenge. A cowed populace accepts the
fact that Epics control their lives and the strongest among them are in a constant battle for
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dominance. Only one shadowy group of ordinary humans called the Reckoners dare fight to
eliminate them. David persuades the Reckoners to let him join their ranks after proving he has
unique knowledge about Epics. This enjoyable read focuses more on action than character
development and is perfect for genre fans who love exciting adventure stories with surprising plot
twists. Readers will be rooting for David, a super geek with a love of weapons, who can hold his own
against Epics with names like Nightwielder, Conflux, or Firefight.-Sharon Rawlins, New Jersey State
Library, Trentona(c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media
Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

From *Starred Review* From the day eight-year-old David Charleston watched Steelheart gun down
his father, he has vowed revenge. All Epics are powerful—Steelheart the most invincible of all—but
each has a weakness, and David thinks he has found Steelheart’s: he has seen him bleed. Now 10
years later, with this experience and years of studying each Epic’s patterns and weaknesses, David
worms his way into the Reckoners, a courageous group determined to take down Epics in an attempt
to return the Fractured States to some semblance of normalcy. Sanderson has written a riveting
dystopian adventure novel replete with awesome tech tools: pen detonators, gauss guns, gravitronic
motorcycles, mobiles (smart phones on steroids), and tensor gloves to tunnel through steel. Each
Reckoner has his or her own talents: Tia, research and planning; Cody, intelligent grunt work and
comic relief; Abraham, weapons and ammunition; and Prof, leader and prime inventor-scientist. Oh,
and there’s Megan, new girl with an attitude—especially when it comes to David’s relentless
pressure on the Reckoners to stay in Newcago and kill Steelheart. Snappy dialogue, bizarre plot
twists, high-intensity action, and a touch of mystery and romance—it’s a formula that sucks readers
into the prologue, slings them through one tension-filled encounter after another, and then, at the
strange and marginally hopeful conclusion, leaves them panting for the sequel, Firefight, due in
2014. HIGH-DEMAND BACKSTORY: A multiplatform marketing campaign, with promotions
happening every month in 2013 leading up to the pub date, has already kicked into high gear for
New York Times best-selling Sanderson’s latest. Grades 8-12. --Frances Bradburn
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