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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Part of Atlantic Monthly's Books That Changed the World series, this
biography ambitiously undertakes discussing not only the Bible itself (including its history,
authorship and origins) but more than 2,000 years of its interpretation by Christians and Jews. In
eight short chapters, Armstrong brings the story of biblical hermeneutics from the early church
fathers through the rise of monasticism, medieval Kabbalists, and Renaissance inquiry up to the
Reformation and the Enlightenment. Armstrong has already perfected the concise but erudite primer


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1476151146&d=20-10-05&dm=null

on religion, so this brief introductory work can be preserved in its entirety without the awkward
abridgments that characterize other scholarly religion books that are adapted to audio. Another plus
is the crisp narration by uber-British actress Josephine Bailey. She's in top form, lending the clipped
and decidedly upper-crust accent that has served her well. American listeners may smile at hearing
familiar biblical names such as Hezekiah or historical names such as Tyndale rendered with a British
pronunciation, but Bailey's tone is flawlessly in keeping with Armstrong's learned account.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to the edition.

From For the Books That Changed the World series of brief "biographies" of momentous books,
Armstrong accepted the arguably most daunting assignment. What other book has as long a history
of influence as the Bible, or has affected more people and societies? The author of the sweeping
histories of religion The Great Transformation (2006) and A History of God (1993) is, of course, up to
the task and provides an excellent précis of the writing and compiling of the Bible and the ensuing
centuries of biblical interpretation. Armstrong traces the Bible's transformation from a miscellany of
texts into scripture, to which the Jesus movement added the Gospel and the other New Testament
texts pretty much in tandem with the development of midrash and the Talmud by non-Christian Jews
after the 70 CE destruction of the third temple in Jerusalem. She shows both Christian and rabbinic
traditions of interpretation subsequently converging upon charity or love as the essence of God. The
subjects of the last three chapters[ithe medieval monastic practice of reading the Bible called lectio
divina, Martin Luther's doctrine of sola scriptura, and intellectual modernity[Jare each considered for
the ways they gave rise to interpretive movements that affected Christianity directly and spurred
reactions in Judaism. This is one terrific little book. Olson, Ray --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.
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