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Description:

From Publishers Weekly In lucid and captivating prose, Smith, the dean of world religionists,
conducts readers on a whirlwind tour of the beliefs, practices and experiences of the world's
religious traditions. Smith explores the major features of these religions by combining his own
worlds with passages from the sacred texts of each. In addition, beautifully arresting images of
icons, religious practitioners, sacred texts and sacred art accompany Smith's lyrical writing. The
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words and images of this book continually remind us that the world's faiths are not stagnant pools of
decaying values but dynamic and vibrant waters from which their practitioners daily drink. The book
also brings within range of our American hearing the voices of a wide variety of people for whom
religion is the central fact of social and cultural life. If one buys only one of the number of recent
introductions to world religions, this should be it.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

From Library Journal Much is gained and lost in this third incarnation of a highly readable work
first published in 1958 as The Religions of Man, which spoke without arcane religious jargon about
seven major world religions. The title has been changed to eliminate gender bias, and the book itself
is lavishly illustrated, with photographs that add a powerful visual dimension to the text and make
the reader more aware of the importance of art in presenting religious ideas. What is lost is a great
deal of text. Now whittled down by a third, this fine introductory-level college text has been reduced
to a lightweight primer. Luckily for deeper readers, the second incarnation, The World's Religions
(HarperSanFrancisco, 1991), is still available. Appropriate for public libraries.

Glenn Masuchika, Chaminade Univ. Lib., Honolulu

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.
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