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Description:

: Mike Smith is a "boxman." He can open any safe, padlock, or locked door without a combination or
a key--a talent that lands him in prison at the age of eighteen. He spends his time writing down the
story of his life because that's the only way he can share it. He hasn't spoken in ten years. Not a
single word since the tragic day he became known as the "Miracle Boy." Mike is one of those
unreliable narrators you can't help rooting for--a traumatized soul fighting his way back from the
brink--and the mystery of his silence will have you blazing through pages. A smart, inventive thriller,
The Lock Artist is packed with a standout cast of characters, plus enough safe-cracking trade secrets
to tempt you to dig up that old combination lock and test your newfound knowledge. --Daphne
Durham --This text refers to the edition.
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From Publishers Weekly At the start of this offbeat thriller from Edgar-winner Hamilton (A Stolen
Season and six other titles in the Alex McKnight PI series), the book's intriguing narrator, Mike (aka
the Golden Boy, the Young Ghost, the Lock Artist, etc.), confesses that a traumatic experience at age
eight left him unable to speak and that he has been in prison for nine years. His strange odyssey,
which hops around in time, takes Mike and his twin talents, art and lock breaking, from his Michigan
home to both coasts while in thrall to a mysterious man in Detroit whom he doesn't dare cross.
Propelled by an aching desire to recover his voice, Mike has brushes with the law, flirts with
romance and makes alliances with criminals, from rank amateurs to consummate professionals.
Along the way, Hamilton drops tantalizing clues about Mike's troubled past and his uncertain future.
Readers will hope to hear more from Mike. 75,000 first printing; author tour. (Jan.)
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