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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Ever since the Copernican revolution, the battle lines between science
and religion have been drawn. In succeeding generations, science and religion have been depicted
as two cultural juggernauts slugging it out to establish their ideas as the dominant worldview. In his
new book, Wilber (A Brief History of Everything) contends that attempts to reconcile science (sense)
and religion (soul) have failed because scholars have not taken into account the fundamental
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differences between the two. Science, he argues, is a product of modernity characterized by
differentiation?a spiritless materialism. Religion, on the other hand, is a product of a premodern
worldview less enamored of a portrait of reality (viewed as so much soulless matter) and
characterized by an emphasis on humanity's connection to a spiritual dimension. Using A.O.
Lovejoy's idea of the Great Chain of Being, Wilber fashions what he calls "the Great Nest of Being" in
which soul, body, matter, mind and spirit intersect and coalesce. Imitating Plato's scheme of realms
of truth, knowledge and reality, Wilber divides his Great Nest into four quadrants, each of which has
a subjective, objective, intersubjective and interobjective dimension. Wilber contends that this
scheme of unity-in-diversity provides the key to integrating science and religion. As ambitious as it
is, Wilber's study is filled with simplistic generalizations ("Modern science and premodern religion
aggressively inhabit the same globe, each vying, in its own way, for world domination") and mushy
quasi-romantic pronouncements ("Art is the Beauty of Spirit/ Art is in the eye of the beholder, in the
I of the beholder: Art is the I of the Spirit."). Moreover, in order to marry sense and soul, Wilber does
violence to science by representing it in terms of spirit rather than on its own terms. Wilber's
attempt to integrate science and religion is far surpassed by physicist lan Barbour's trenchant
Religion and Science.

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal This book is an intriguing attempt at finding common foundations or
agreements between scientific and religious world views. Wilber (The Eye of Spirit, L] 2/15/97) relies
heavily on traditional philosophers to support his argument for multiple layers of knowing and the
potential of empirical science to accept it. At the same time, he suggests that the religious world
needs to be open to new ways of spiritual knowledge and validation. Wilber is writing for a popular
audience, and his easy-to-read work will likely be compared to Paul Davies's The Mind of God (S. &
S., 1992) and Connie Barlow's Green Space, Green Time (L] 11/1/97). While he has not given us the
ultimate answer to the division between science and religion, his book is worth reading. For large
public and academic libraries.?Eric D. Albright, Duke Univ. Medical Ctr. Lib., Durham, N.C.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

e Title: The Marriage of Sense and Soul: Integrating Science and Religion
e Author: Ken Wilber

e Released: 1998-03-24

e Language:

e Pages: 225

e ISBN: 0375500545

e ISBN13: 978-0375500541

e ASIN: 0375500545






