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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Gardner's inspiring rags-to-riches memoir of his transformation from
homeless single father to philanthropic owner of a multimillion-dollar brokerage house somehow has
less of an impact in audio than on paper. Blake has an excellent, manly voice, perfect intonation and
excellent streetwise cursing abilities (a crucial part of Gardner's account of his relationship with his
stepfather). Yet as good as the narrator is, by the third CD listeners may not be able to shake the
feeling that he's an actor reading someone else's words. Since Gardner's love of jazz is a running
theme, the evocative jazz trumpet music at the beginning and end of each CD is appropriate; even
more between-tracks music might have been effective where the narrator's pauses are not long or
dramatic enough (say, between one sentence where he is with his biological father in Louisiana and
the next, at work in his brokerage office). This is a moving story whose audio version might have
been better served with more dramatic devices.
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About the Author

Chris Gardner is the chief executive officer of Gardner Rich & Company, a multimillion-dollar
brokerage with offices in New York, Chicago, and San Francisco. An avid philanthropist and
motivational speaker, Gardner is a recipient of the Father of the Year Award from the National
Fatherhood Initiative. He has two children and resides in Chicago and New York.
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