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Description:

Nikolai is a boy who believes that if he can find the answers to his three questions, he will always
know how to be a good person. His friends--a heron, a monkey, and a dog--try to help, but to no
avail, so he asks Leo, the wise old turtle. "When is the best time to do things? Who is the most
important one? What is the right thing to do?" Leo doesn't answer directly, but by the end of
Nikolai's visit, the boy has discovered the answers himself.


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1669718842&d=20-10-06&dm=null

Award-winning illustrator Jon ] Muth's lovely watercolors are the most appealing aspect of this book
about compassion and living in the moment. The simple Zen-based profundity of the boy's
philosophical exploration may escape young readers, but they will enjoy the tale of a child who, in
doing good deeds (for a panda and her baby, no less!), finds inner peace. Muth based his story on a
short story of the same title by Leo Tolstoy. (Ages 5 to 9) --Emilie Coulter

From Publishers Weekly Muth (Come On, Rain!) recasts a short story by Tolstoy into picture-book
format, substituting a boy and his animal friends for the czar and his human companions. Yearning
to be a good person, Nikolai asks, "When is the best time to do things? Who is the most important
one? What is the right thing to do?" Sonya the heron, Gogol the monkey and Pushkin the dog offer
their opinions, but their answers do not satisfy Nikolai. He visits Leo, an old turtle who lives in the
mountains. While there, he helps Leo with his garden and rescues an injured panda and her cub, and
in so doing, finds the answers he seeks. As Leo explains, "There is only one important time, and that
time is now. The most important one is always the one you are with. And the most important thing is
to do good for the one who is standing at your side." Moral without being moralistic, the tale sends a
simple and direct message unfreighted by pomp or pedantry. Muth's art is as carefully distilled as
his prose. A series of misty, evocative watercolors in muted tones suggests the figures and their
changing relationships to the landscape. Judicious flashes of color quicken the compositions, as in
the red of Nikolai's kite (the kite, released at the end, takes on symbolic value). An afterword
describes Tolstoy and his work. Ages 6-up.
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