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Description:

From Publishers Weekly One of Britain's most inventive and honored crime writers, Dexter ( The
Jewel That Was Ours ) offers another tale in a justly acclaimed series. Again it's a story packed with
nuance, wayward angles and bewildering layers of coincidence, all explicated in masterful style.
When Oxford-based Inspector Morse sets out to find Karin Eriksson, a young Swedish woman who
disappeared while vacationing in England, he opens a Pandora's box of clues and culpability. The
missing woman's need for money, four men's need for pornography, and photographs, blackmail and
multiple disappearances all play their part in this deliberately baffling mystery, in which virtually
every chapter ends on an enigmatic note. Dexter even manages to cunningly subvert the narrative's
basic framework toward the end, when Karin Eriksson's identity comes into question. The erudite,
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irascible Morse remains a delightful character, with his shambling existence, his love for music, his
obvious appeal to lonely women despite his slovenly appearance. His pedestrian, loyal subordinate,
Sgt. Lewis, buys most of the beers Morse consumes en route to the ultimate solution. Publication of
this stunning work will coincide with the broadcast of another Morse adventure on the PBS Mystery!
series.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the edition.

From Kirkus Reviews Vacationing Chief Inspector Morse's eye is caught by a Times story about an
anonymous poem evidently referring to the year-old disappearance of Swedish student Karin
Eriksson. A lively, densely allusive correspondence analyzing hints in the poem eventually takes
Morse (The Jewel That Was Ours, 1992, etc.) to the Oxford town of Wytham, where a body is indeed
discovered. But then the real surprises in this captivating tale begin, as the evidence of the corpse, a
telltale roll of film found nearby, and the ring of amateur pornographers implicated in the murder
obstinately refuse to confirm Morse's most elementary assumptions. Honest detection, illicit sex,
puns and anagrams galore, Morse's trademark drinking and dour byplay with colleagues and
suspects, plus a plot as agile as Dexter's best--in short, everything you could possibly want in an
English detective story. Bolt the door and enjoy. -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All
rights reserved. --This text refers to the edition.
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