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Description:

From Publishers Weekly In this stunning debut, Marlen Suyapa Bodden effortlessly transports the
reader to 1852 Alabama, where slavery and racism may rule the day, but everything isn't as black
and white as it may seem. Sixteen-year-old Sarah Campbell is a housemaid to her half-sister
Clarissa. Both daughters of plantation owner Mr. Allen, they secretly reject the roles they are
expected to play. Sarah yearns for the day when she can escape slavery, while Clarissa is
disinterested in her father's wishes for her to marry young and become mistress of her own
plantation. But then Clarissa unexpectedly becomes pregnant before she's wed-changing the
trajectory of both girls' lives. Bodden weaves a page-turning tangled web of misogyny, greed,
scandal and violence in this powerful story about races colliding against the backdrop of America's
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darkest era.

From In her first novel, lawyer Bodden draws on an immense amount of historical knowledge to
present a tale about life in pre-Civil War Alabama that is as educational as it is compelling. Clarissa
is the legitimate daughter of Cornelius Allen, a wealthy plantation owner. Sarah is also Allen’s
daughter, the product of his long-standing extramarital affair with Emmeline, his beautiful house
slave. Sarah narrates the novel in turns with Theodora, Allen’s wife, who is frustrated by her own
lack of agency. Theodora secretly teaches Sarah to read and write, sharpening Sarah’s hunger for
liberty. When flippant Clarissa gets married, Sarah is given to her as a gift, sparking events that
upend life at the Allen plantation. Bodden writes with delicacy, allowing layers of meaning to unfold
slowly, and her portrayal of the horrors of slave life is both unflinching and purposeful. The
connections developed between Clarissa and Sarah illustrate the complex sorrows of tyranny, and
the ecstasy of triumphing over oppression. An inspiring read for historical-fiction fans, especially
those who like strong female narrators. --Amber Peckham
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