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Description:

Amazon Exclusive: Gretchen Rubin Interviews Wendy McClure

Gretchen: Having written The Wilder Life, you must be approached constantly by people who are
also ardent Laura Ingalls Wilder fans. Do you feel an instant connection to them, or is it a bit hard to
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relate to everyone's strong emotions about her work?

Wendy: [ feel more connected to other fans much more than I ever did when I was younger. As a
kid, my relationship to Laura and the books was so solitary—I didn’t really know anyone else who
loved the books. So when I started to meet and talk to others about the book, it took a little getting
used to at first, because everyone’s fandom is different (some people really love the TV show, others
consider it sacrilege); but I've since found that one of the best things about writing this book is being
able to take part in this shared passion.

Gretchen: How in the world do you come up with those hilarious Twitter comments as
@HalfPintIngalls? Brilliant. My favorite so far: "Hey Almanzo, if you liked it then you should’ve built
a shanty on it."

Wendy: It takes longer than you’d think! I try to take advantage of the seasons and think, what
would Laura be tweeting about this time of year? (Thanks to The Long Winter, it’s never too early or
late in the year to complain about twisting hay!) I also go through the Little House books in search
of inspiration. It helps that HalfPintIngalls doesn’t tweet too much...after all, she has to walk two
miles into town to send her posts from the Twittergraph office!

From Publishers Weekly Starred Review. Obsessed with Laura Ingalls Wilder and her Little House
books about an 1880s pioneer family, children's book editor and memoirist McClure (I'm Not the
New Me) attempts to recapture her childhood vision of "Laura World." Her wacky quest includes
hand-grinding wheat for bread, buying an authentic churn, and traveling to sites where the Ingalls
family attempted to wrest a living from the prairie. Discovering that butter she churned herself was
"“just butter," McClure admits she "felt like a genius and a complete idiot at the same time." Viewing
a one-room dugout the Ingallses occupied that was "smaller than a freight elevator" prompted
McClure to admit that "the actual past and the Little House world had different properties." McClure
finally tells her boyfriend, "I'm home," after recognizing that her travels stemmed from her reaction
to the recent death of her mother. Readers don't need to be Wilder fans to enjoy this funny and
thoughtful guide to a romanticized version of the American expansion west. (Apr.)
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