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Description:

In True Story: Murder, Memoir, Mea Culpa, disgraced New York Times writer Michael Finkel
recounts the story of the murderer who assumed his identity and examines the reasons for his own
fall from journalistic grace, in a memoir that is gripping, perceptive, and bizarre. In 2002, Finkel, a
rising star at the Times, was fired for fabricating a character in a story about child laborers in Africa.
Just as the story of his downfall was about to become public, he learned that a man named Christian
Longo, arrested in Mexico for the murder of his wife and three small children in Oregon, had been


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1336918209&d=20-10-03&dm=null

living under an assumed identity: Michael Finkel of The New York Times. Sensing a story--and an
opportunity for redemption--Finkel contacted Longo, initiating a relationship that would grow
increasingly complex over the course of Longo's trial and conviction.

Finkel makes no excuses for his actions. Nor does he deny his own narcissism--a narcissism that
allowed him to rationalize his own lies as surely as Longo rationalized his crimes. Ultimately, Finkel
says, his year with Longo taught him "how a person's life could spiral completely out of control; how
one could get lost in a haze of dishonesty; and how these things could have dire consequences." The
lesson, Finkel need not add, applies as much to the disgraced writer as it does to the killer. --Erica C.
Barnett --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From Publishers Weekly Finkel reads his own tale of crime and circumstance with a plain,
workaday tone ideal for the story of an average journalist caught up in a web of murder. Once a
hotshot writer for the New York Times magazine, Finkel was fired for blending fact and fiction in a
2002 story about child slavery in Mali. At the same time, he discovered that a wanted criminal
named Christian Longo, who had murdered his entire family, had been passing himself off as Finkel.
Blending the disaster of his own creation with the one he finds himself accidentally a part of,
Finkel's reading captures the right tone of mixed guilt and incredulousness, as if he simply could not
believe his odd luck. While his is not a trained voice, Finkel ably retells the story of his fall from
grace, and his bizarre relationship with the Finkel-manque he discovers. He finds the right tone for
each twist of his unusual story, from disappointment at his own lack of professional good sense, to
appreciation of the second chance granted him as a writer by the surprise intrusion of Longo's
sordid story into his own life. Read Web exclusive audio reviews at www.publishersweekly.com.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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