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Description:

: Sixth-grader Benjamin Pratt is weathering a few different storms in We the Children, Andrew
Clements's newest series for the middle-school set. His parents have just split up, his school--a
landmark in his old New England sailing town--is about to be torn down, and the janitor sneaks him
a mysterious gold coin...hours before he dies unexpectedly. The coin, of course, sets the story in
motion, leading Ben and his friend Jill towards untold adventures. It's the perfect read for kids who


http://red.wutf.space/books3/?pid=1410743674&d=20-10-02&dm=null

dig school and aren't too shy (yet) to admit it. --Anne Bartholomew

From School Library Journal Grade 3-6—Sixth-grader Ben is racing off to class when he finds the
janitor, Mr. Keane, in severe pain. The man gives him a gold coin from 1783 that has been passed
down through the years by loyal janitors and can be traced to the first man hired by the founder of
Captain Duncan Oakes School. It reads, "First and always/My school belongs to the children./Defend
it." A few hours later, he is dead. The town council has sold the school to a big company to build a
theme park, and there's something very fishy about the deal. With the words on the coin as his first
clue, Ben studies the history of his school, which is 50 feet from the water's edge in a Massachusetts
coastal town, and he convinces his friend Jill to help him explore it. Meanwhile, Ben is adjusting to
his parents' separation and living at home with his Mom and on the sailboat with his dad.
Expressive, dynamic full-page and spot illustrations rendered in pen and ink heighten the action. An
exciting ending sequence features Ben participating in a sailboat race and becoming a reluctant
hero. There are many questions to be answered in the next book. Good writing by an experienced
author, likable characters, and a mystery to be solved make this a solid choice.—Debbie S. Hoskins,
Grand Rapids Public Library, MI

(c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

e Title: We the Children (Benjamin Pratt and the Keepers of the School)
e Author: Andrew Clements, Adam Stower

e Released: 2010-04-06

e Language:

e Pages: 160

e ISBN: 1416938869

e ISBN13: 978-1416938866

e ASIN: 1416938869




