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Description:

From School Library Journal K-Gr 3-In this offbeat story, a lonesome, furry giant visits an unusual
town inhabited by people without a "single hair on their heads. Not even the ladies." Wilfred wants a
friend, but he scares everyone away except for one brave boy. The odd duo have fun playing the
ukulele and reenacting the Battle of Waterloo. With winter approaching, the townspeople hatch a
nasty plan to stay warm. They decree that if Wilfred wants to visit, "he'd have to stop being big. . . or
to stop being hairy." Of course, the only way for him to stop being hairy is to let the townsfolk cut off
his hair. After spotting new wigs on his neighbors' heads, the boy grows suspicious. A snowstorm
heading to Wilfred's cave puts the boy in danger, but the giant protects him. Remorseful, the
townspeople sew all of their wigs into a "big hairy suit" for the hero, with a handy zipper down the
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middle. Wilfred is a gentle, endearing character. Higgins's affecting, digitally enhanced cartoon
illustrations show the ostracized, shaven, and shorn creature huddled alone in his cave, warming
himself by a fire as the boy races to bring him extra-large mittens made out of blankets. A
heartening tale of friendship.-Linda Ludke, London Public Library, Ontario, Canadaa(c) Copyright
2011. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Review "Along with being full of chuckles, the heartwarming debut teaches the value of standing by
the ones you love." - Dailycandy.com

"A heartening tale of friendship." - School Library Journal

"Higgins’s distinctively sculptural drawing style—the characters have the dimensional feel and
expressive features of puppets—gives the story added emotional weight, and its sense of energy will
keep readers turning the pages." - Publishers Weekly

"Wilfred is a friendship story that is as unique as Wilfred himself!" - Library Media Connection

"The sacrificial lengths to which Wilfred will go to make friends recall the The Giving Tree, but this

is a far more lighthearted tale, and the oddball friendship between the Muppet-like Wilfred and the
little boy is sure to please young readers." - Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
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