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Description:

From School Library Journal Grade 7 Up-Defoe's classic novel of shipwreck and survival, now
nearly 300 years old, is abridged competently in this recording. The flavor of the 18th century
language is retained, but the plot moves along at a pace more appealing to 21st century ears. The
reader, Martin Shaw, has a pleasant voice, but unfortunately tends to trail off at the ends of
sentences, losing whole words. As with all abridgements, large sections of the story and entire
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characters are omitted, but since most of the book tells of Crusoe's solitary sojourn on the island,
this is not a major problem. This version is no substitute for the original, but it would be a
supplemental purchase in libraries where abridgements are popular.

Sarah Flowers, Santa Clara County Library, Morgan Hill, CA

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the edition.

Review (in full The Life and Strange Surprizing Adventures of Robinson Crusoe, of York, Mariner:
Who Lived Eight and Twenty Years, All Alone in an Un-inhabited Island on the Coast of America,
Near the Mouth of the Great River of Oroonoque; Having Been Cast on Shore by Shipwreck,
Wherein All the Men Perished but Himself. With an Account how he was at last as Strangely
Deliver'd by Pyrates. Written by Himself.) Novel by Daniel Defoe, published in 1719. The book is a
unique fictional blending of the traditions of Puritan spiritual autobiography with an insistent
scrutiny of the nature of men and women as social creatures, and it reveals an extraordinary ability
to invent a sustaining modern myth. The title character leaves his comfortable middle-class home in
England to go to sea. Surviving shipwreck, he lives on an island for 28 years, alone for most of the
time until he saves the life of a savage, whom he names Friday. The two men eventually leave the
island for England. Defoe probably based part of Crusoe's tale on the real-life experiences of
Alexander Selkirk, a Scottish sailor who at his own request was put ashore on an uninhabited island
in 1704 after a quarrel with his captain. He stayed there until 1709. The book was an immediate
success in England and on the European continent, and Defoe wrote a sequel (The Farther
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe) that was also published in 1719. Many stage and film adaptations
have been made of Robinson Crusoe's life, and the book has spawned many imitations, including
Johann Wyss's Swiss Family Robinson. --< /${0}">The Merriam-Webster Encyclopedia of Literature
--This text refers to an alternate edition.
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