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Description:

From Publishers Weekly Starred Review. Washington Post reporter Grunwald brings the zeal of
his profession—and the skill that won him a Society of Environmental Journalists Award in 2003—to
this enthralling story of "the river of grass" that starry-eyed social engineers and greedy developers
have diverted, drained and exploited for more than a century. In 1838, fewer than 50 white people
lived in south Florida, and the Everglades was seen as a vast and useless bog. By the turn of this
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century, more than seven million people lived there (and 40 million tourists visited annually).
Escalating demands of new residents after WWII were sapping the Everglades of its water and
decimating the shrinking swamp's wildlife. But in a remarkable political and environmental
turnaround, chronicled here with a Washington insider's savvy, Republicans and Democrats came
together in 2000 to launch the largest ecosystem restoration project in America's history. This
detailed account doesn't shortchange the environmental story—including an account of the senseless
fowl hunts that provoked abolitionist Harriet Beecher Stowe's 1877 broadside "Protect the Birds."
But Grunwald's emphasis on the role politics played in first despoiling and now reclaiming the
Everglades gives this important book remarkable heft. 18 pages of b&w photos; 7 maps. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From The Swamp emerged from a four-part series that Grunwald wrote for the Washington Post in
2002, which focused on the $8 billion plan to restore the Everglades. From there, Grunwald fleshed
out the Everglades's contested history. Critics laud The Swamp as an informative, beautifully
researched and written tale that links social, political, and environmental history to current events.
Many commented on Grunwald's finesse in describing the dreamers and schemers who sold Florida
swampland, the engineers who tried to buck nature's forces. A few thought that Grunwald paid too
little attention to current controversies, did not adequately explain today's Comprehensive
Everglades Restoration Plan, and assumed a condition of ecological purity to pre-European contact
Florida. These are minor complaints; Grunwald's unbiased story will provoke outrage over our
squandered "river of grass."

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

e Title: The Swamp: The Everglades, Florida, and the Politics of Paradise
¢ Author: Michael Grunwald

e Released: 2007-03-27

e Language:

Pages: 480

ISBN: 0743251075

ISBN13: 978-0743251075

ASIN: 0743251075




